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Education: 
 B.A.  (Biology) Carleton College, Northfield, Minnesota (1968) 
 

Ph.D. (Ecology and Behavioral Biology) University of Minnesota (1975) 
 
Military Service: 
U.S. Army (1968-1970): Specialist in Preventive Medicine  
 
Professional Faculty Experience: 
 
2008 forward  Professor Emeritus of Biology, Ecology, and Climate   

Change 
 
2008–2014  Maine State Climatologist (Honorary Position) 
 
1990-2008  Professor of Biology, Ecology, and Climate Change  

Cooperating Professor of Wildlife Ecology 
 
1988  Guest Professor, Department of Quaternary Geology, 

Lund 
University, Sweden (sabbatical leave from the University 
of Maine) 

 
1979-1990 Assistant and Associate (1984) Professor of Botany and 

Quaternary Studies, University of Maine; Cooperating 
Assistant and Associate Professor of Wildlife 

 
Professional Administrative Experience: 
2006-2007  Associate Director, School of Biology and Ecology 
 
1993-2002 Director, Institute for Quaternary and Climate 

Studies 



(now Climate Change Institute) 
 
1989-1993 Associate Director, Institute for Quaternary Studies 
 
1984-1986 Director (ad interim), Center for Marine Studies.  

Organized and led the development of a newly 
established program in marine sciences at the University 
of Maine.  Responsibilities included creation of an 
interdisciplinary marine faculty unit, oversight of the Sea 
Grant College Program, and responsibility for the UM 
Darling Marine Center in Walpole, ME.  Two years later, 
the Center for Marine Studies evolved into a new 
Department of Oceanography, and subsequently became 
the current School of Marine Sciences. 

 
1977-1979 Professional Staff Member, U.S. Senate Committee 

on Environment and Public Works.  Staff Director of 
the Subcommittee on Resource Protection, which had 
budgetary and policy jurisdiction over: environmental 
research and development in EPA; all federal fish and 
wildlife programs; noise-pollution control; the National 
Environmental Policy Act; recovery and disposal of solid 
and hazardous wastes (e.g., Superfund legislation). 

 
1976-1977 AAAS Congressional Science Fellow, one of four 

chosen nationally. 
 

National/International Editorial Activities: 
Ecological Society of America, Editorial Board (Ecology and Ecological 

Monographs), 1988-1993 
British Ecological Society, Editorial Board (Journal of Ecology),  

1991-1993 
Co-Editor of Vegetation History and Archaeobotany,  

published by Springer-International, 1989-1995. 
Awards/Honors: 

  
Barbara Hikel UM Retiree Award for 2013 
(For contributions to the University of Maine and the State of Maine 
after formal retirement from the university.) 
 
University of Maine Foundation – Abram W. Harris Award for 
2005 
(Co-awardee, for leadership in creating a “sea change” in support for 
research in Maine and at the University of Maine; this was the 
inaugural presentation of the award, which is named for former UM 
President A.W. Harris, whose leadership produced great advances in 
the university during the 1890s.) 
 



 
University of Maine Foundation -- Leadership Award for 1994-
2004 
(As the person who most changed the University of Maine during the 
decade) In June 2004, on the 70th anniversary of the UM Foundation, a 
celebration was held to recognize one person for each of the seven 
decades of the Foundation’s existence.  Other honorees recognized at 
the ceremony were:  Harold Alfond (1984-1994); Alice R. Stewart 
(1974-1984); Vincent Hartgen (1964-1974); Mark Shibles (1954-
1964); Raymond Fogler (1944-1954); and Stephen Wheatland 
(1934-1944). 
 
University of Maine’s 1999 Presidential Achievement Award for 
Public Service for generating major new support from the Maine 
Legislature for Research and Development 
 

 College of Natural Science, Forestry and Agriculture 1999 
Public Service Achievement Award for generating public and 
legislative support from the Maine Legislature for Research and 
Development. 
 
University of Maine Alumni Association 1998 Black Bear Award for 
Service to the University in generating substantial support from the 
Maine Legislature for Research and Development. 
 

 Trapa natans Fellow (1988) Honor in Swedish Quaternary 
Paleobiology. 
.  
AAAS Congressional Science Fellow (1976-77) 
 
Graduate Student Achievement Award (1975)  
University of Minnesota, College of Biological Sciences (for special 
contributions to the college and the university). 
  

Research Funding: 
 
PI or Co-PI on nearly 30 grants totaling more than $7 million. 
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of the hemiboreal and southern boreal zones of southern Sweden, as 
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years. Paleogeography, Paleoclimatology, Paleoecology 237: 428-435. 
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at Acadia National Park for long-term research on acidic deposition, 
nitrogen saturation, forest health, and mercury biogeochemistry 
(1998-2002). Final Integrated Report for National Parks Service, U.S. 
Department of the Interior. 
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Moreno, P.I., T.V. Lowell, G.H. Denton, G.L. Jacobson, Jr., and B.G. 

Andersen: 1999. Abrupt changes in vegetation and climate during the 
last glacial maximum and last termination in the Chilean lake district:  
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coast. pp. 69-84 in Anderson, W.A. and H.W. Borns, Jr. (eds.).  
Neotectonics of Maine: Studies in Seismicity, crustal Warping and Sea-
Level Change.  Maine Geological Survey, Bulletin 40. 

 



McMahon, J.S., G.L. Jacobson Jr., and F. Hyland: 1990.  An Atlas of the 
Native Woody Plants of Maine: A Revision of the Hyland Maps.  Maine 
Agricultural Experiment Station, Bulletin 830. 259 pp. 

 
Mosley-Thompson, E., E. Baron, E.A. Boyle, K. Burke, T. Crowley, L.J. 

Graumlich, G.L. Jacobson Jr., D. Rind, G. Shen, and S. Stanley: 1990.  
Earth system history and modeling.  In Committee on Global change, 
Research Strategies for the U.S. Global Change Research Program, 
National Academy Press, Washington, D.C., pp. 67-107. 

 
Jacobson, H.A. and G.L. Jacobson, Jr.: 1989.  The nature and variability of 

vegetation in Maine salt marshes.  Canadian Journal of Botany 67:230-
238. 
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Pp. 277-288.  In W.F. Ruddiman and H.E. Wright, Jr. (eds.) North 
America During Deglaciation.  The Geology of North America, DNAG v. 
K3, Geological Society of America. 

 



Jacobson, H.A., G.L. Jacobson, and J.T. Kelley: 1987.  Distribution and 
abundance of salt marshes along the Coast of Maine. Estuaries 
10:124-129. 

 
Belknap, D.F., B.G. Andersen, R.S. Anderson, W.A. Anderson, H.W. Borns, 

Jr., G.L. Jacobson, Jr., J.T. Kelley, R.C. Shipp, D.C. Smith, R 
Stuckenrath, Jr., W.B. Thompson, and D.A. Tyler: 1987.  Late 
Quaternary sea-level changes in Maine.  In Nummedal, D., O.H. Pilkey, 
Jr., J.D. Howard (Eds.), Sea Level change and Coastal Deposition 
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New England and Adjacent Quebec.  Geological society of America 
special Papers 197:151-159. 
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Profession-related Service (selected): 

 
2012 - 2014 External Advisory Committee for Montana NSF 

EPSCoR Program 
 

2011 AAAS External Review Committee for Kansas-Oklahoma NSF 
EPSCoR Program 
 

2010 – 2019  Board of Directors, Forest Society of Maine 
(Chair, 2017-2019) 

 
2008 - 2018 Trustee, Maine Chapter of The Nature 

Conservancy (Chair, 2015-2017) 
 

2008 - 2014  Maine State Climatologist (hon.; non-compensated) 
  

2008  Chair, Team formed at request of Maine Gov. Baldacci to 
complete an Assessment of Climate Change in Maine, with 
broad scope of analysis (future climate scenarios, ecosystem 
responses, economic implications/opportunities, etc.) 
 



2006 External Reviewer, Paleoecology Center of Excellence Program, 
Finnish Academy of Sciences, Helsinki. 

 
2005-2009 Elected Member-at-Large, AAAS Section Committee on 

Geology and Geography 
 

2003-2011 European Science Foundation – Chair, Science 
Advisory Panel for the EuroCLIMATE Program. 

 
1999-2003 Chair, Ecology Section of NASUCLG 

 
1999-2003 Board of Natural Resources, NASULGC 

 
1990-1999 Member (Governor’s Appointee), Wells Estuarine Reserve 

Management Authority.  Appointed (1990 and reappointed 
(1993) by Governor McKernan to fill one of five places on the 
Authority, which by statute has quasi-governmental 
responsibility for operations and management of the large 
National Estuarine Research Reserve in Wells, Maine. 

 
1990-2004 Scientific Advisory Committee for Pollen Database – North 

America 
 

1989-2004 Scientific Advisory Committee for Pollen database – 
Europe 

 
1990-1994 NOAA/National Geophysical Data center, Science Advisory 

Panel 
 

1989-1993 NOAA Paloeclimate Program – Science Advisory panel; 
Chair of the Panel, 1990-1993. 

 
1990 Invited contributor, National Academy of Sciences/National 

Research Council USNC/CODATA Committee for IGBP Pilot Study 
on Database Interfaces.  Washington, D.C. 

 
1989-1990 National Academy of Sciences, Committee on Global 

Change – Working Group on Earth Systems History 
 
 
       
 
   


