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On global warming, cooler minds prevail

oug Merrill's recent
commentary ls com-
mendahble in its skepti-
cism of extremist and
doomsday predictions
regarding global
warming. At the same
time, his lack of understanding, skew-
ing and misrepresentation of scientific
research is extremsly troubling and in
nead of responsza,

Me Merrill begins his article by not-
ing that the 2006 hurricane sepson was
guieter than hurricane speclalists
expected. Contrary to his claims, fo
seientist worth her salt expected 2006 to
be as bad 08 or worss than the 2005 huar-
ricana season. Mr Merrlll himself
siates that the Matienal Hurricane Can-
ter cutlook for 2006 was for a seasan
with 1316 tropical storms, about half
as many as the record-setting 28 storms
in 2005, and in line with the 12:16
storms that ocourred every year from

1oL

He also dismizses e National Hur-
ricane Center’s hypothesis that a late-

- develgping El Ming was to blame for the

lower number of siorms inm 2006, But
the last time we had so few hurricanes
in a seasom was 1947 (eight storms),
when the strenpest Bl Nino of the 20th
century began to develop

Citing a recent MOAA study report-
ing a slight decrease in ocean tempars-
tures from 20052005, he then proceeds
to mehe 2 case that global warming is
either nomexistent or irrelavant. How-

| ever, he fails to acknowledge that 2004
| had the highest ccean temperatures

recorded in at least 100 and 2005
wes still the fourth highest on record,
only 005 degrees F coaler than in 3003,
To stggest that 2005 or 2006 ocean tem-
peraturas were historically “cocl™ is
Isearract.

But regardless of whether global
warming influences hurricanes, the
evidence for climate change over the
past 150 years is overwhelming. It is
important to separate fuhire climate
predictions from scientific observa-

| tionzof how climate has changsd in the

recent past. Alrdemperature records
shiow 1% that lﬂ:ﬁumwmﬁﬁ
warmmest years in the last 500 years,

profably in the Last 1,000 years. The

warmest seven vears on record have all
pocurred sines 1997, The warmest 17
yaars on record have all cocurred since
1883, Matural forces are unakble ko
eceaunt for most of the warming aver
the lest 50 years, and human activities
played a major role.

An Dr Tsutomo Ohne points cut in
his commentary (BDM, Dec, T, it is not
scientifically debatable that more
greenhouse geses, such as carbon ding-
ida and methane, on creroge, produce
higher temperetures. There is
also né scientific debate
that human activi
ties have
increased the
amount of
carbon
disxide
and

methans

in the alr

to the high- OF BRT &Y
est levals in at EHYE JOINSEN
least 650,000 years.

Sea levie] 1s current-
rlzing afa cate of about 1
per cenbury, mostly due to rlsing

ocean temperatures, The fzct that sea
leve] continued to rise during the 3003-
2005 ocean cooling indicates that melt-
ing lce sheets are reising sea-level as
well. Our best estimate is that the
Antarctic ice sheet i5 not growing as
Mr. Merrill claims, but actually shrink-
ing, creating a sealavel rise of 0.08
mm/year. Studies published this wear
show that the Greenland ice sheei is
likewise shrinking and sclentists in
the UMaine Climate Change Institule
have found that glaciers on the
coast of Greenland are

rebreating at unprece-

dented rates, sig-

naling acceler-
ated melting.
When
di s -
cussing
future
COT-
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of climate
change, hixaing.

e extremists on
both sides of the
debate engage in fear
tactics. Some media
soakroes and "emvironmental groups” pre-

dict a doomsday scenarie and others,
siuch as My Merrill, argue that haman-
induced global warming is a myth. How
in the public (o declde if this is an issue
werthy of thelr concern and actisn?

Tothis end an nternationzl growp of
climate sclentists has been lashed to
distil] the latest seientiflc consensus of
the mast likely future scenarios of cli-
mate changs, This group, called the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (TPCC), thoroughly examines
the literature from a variety of scien-
tific disciplines before summarizing it
in their reports, which are publicly
availahle at waraLipoc.ch,

When looked at in this comprehen-
sive, scientific manner, rather than the
ad-hore basis employed by partisans
from either =zide of the debate, the pre-
dictions are not as spectacular as what
the extremists would like. The [PCC
findingz do not support 8 doomsday
scenario, but they do predict that con-
cerning trends will continue into the
future, including rising sea level,
er alr temperatures and decreasing
snow cover globally The authors of
these veports conclude that thess
trends are very real, ane 1kely to aoocel
erate In the fuhlure and that haman
aetivitles ame playing & major role

Mr. Merrills conclusion of a global
warming fantasy coneocted by mad sci-
entizls whase predictions fall to mate
riadize disregards the basic nature of
solemee, We only come {o an anders
standing of the world arund us
throngh questioning, hypothesizing
and experimenting. Hiz narrowly
focused rant against warming counter.
acts the fundamental aspects of scien-
tifie inguiry used o educate the public.
We recommend that people interested
in learning more abaut this opic exam-
ine the TPCC web site noted above to
better understand the issues in the
ongoing debate regarding glohal cli-
male change and its impact in Maine
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